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Historic Preservation: Vis-ă-vis  

Five External Environments 



 

 Old buildings are one of the most 

important parts of our cultural 

heritage, and have been designed for 

different types of human activity at 

different periods of history. Some of 

them are still being used for a 

purpose identical or similar to that for 

which they were originally 

constructed, while in the case of 

others the type of use has changed. 

 



       

 
 A common feature of 

most of them is 

nevertheless that they 

are able to illustrate the 

conditions under which 

they came into being and 

served more clearly than 

any written material or 

pictures. They are a link 

with the past that 

enriches our everyday 

environment.  



 Contact with the past is 

essential to what we term 

culture in that the 

characteristic thing about 

culture is that it is built up 

gradually in the course of 

generations. No single 

generation is capable of 

producing more than a 

minute fraction of all the 

material which has become 

embodied in human culture 

throughout the ages. 



 But, if we wish to see 

this multi-faceted culture 

live on, we must ensure 

that the elements of which 

it is composed are 

preserved. Our old 

buildings are 

irreplaceable. Our stock of 

them is constantly 

shrinking and parts of it 

once lost can never be 

restored.  

 



 We may of course try to copy them at some 

time, but the result can never be more than a 

copy. Reconstruction projects of this kind will 

remain furthermore very rare on account of the 

great expense involved. 
 



 The right type of conservation of historic 

buildings and ancient monuments is subject to two 

main conditions.  
 
1. Conservation measures must 

begin in good time, i.e. before the 

deterioration which is a natural 

consequence of exposure to the 

elements is too far gone. If a 

building has been neglected for 

too long, its restoration will be so 

expensive that only in exceptional 

cases will preservation be 

considered justified. Regular 

maintenance is always more 

economic. 



2. The cultural and 

historical value of older 

buildings lies in the 

features which distinguish 

them from standardized 

design of today. Modern 

construction methods 

applied indiscriminately in 

maintenance work easily 

result in old buildings 

resembling poorer 

versions of new and 

lacking any real value of 

their own.   
 



World Heritage Sites in the Philippines 

Paoay, Ilocos Norte 

Cordillera Rice Terraces 

Miagao, Iloilo 

Tubattaha Coral Reef 

Palawan Underground River 

San Agustin Church, Intramuros 

Sta. Maria, Ilocos Sur 

Vigan City, Ilocos Sur 
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The Process of  

Architectural 

Restoration 
1. Inventory 

 

2. Necessity of 
Restoration 

 

3. Declaration as 
Monument 

 

4. Planning Stage 



5. Approval of the 
Schemes/Proposals 

 

6. Actual Intervention 

 

7. Documentation and 
Publication 

 

8. Utilization and Maintenance 

of Restored Edifice 

 

 



      The trend is quite optimistic for development 

of architectural conservation in the Philippines. 

However, there are two schools of thought 

emerging and rapidly developing which may 

cause serious confusions.  

 

       



   These are the two 

groups of “Purists” 

and  

the “Progressives”, 

each with their own 

set of concepts in 

architectural 

conservation. 



involvement 
         

 

commitment 

 

cooperation 





      “Our cultural heritage provides the 

backbone for development. 

Therefore, we have the responsibility 

to preserve and protect them, and 

transmit them to the future 

generations in their fullest 

Authenticity.” (Venice Charter)   “A country 

without a past has the emptiness of a 

barren continent; and a city without 

old buildings is like a man without a 

memory”.  



“It is a useless life that is not consecrated to a 

great ideal. It is like a stone wasted on the field 

without becoming a part of any edifice.” 

                             Dr. Jose Rizal 

 

 



Thank You ! 

Have a Nice Day ! 

We would love to hear from you. 

www.nhcp.gov.ph 

(02) 254-74-82 Loc.134 & 135 

hpdarchwilkie@nhcp.gov.ph 

0917-5892305 


